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Supporting, connecting and developing the tech community of
the Columbia River Gorge.
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Last Chance to RSVP: January 29: CEO
Excellence Forum with Mike Graham, President of
Real Carbon. Noon at China Gorge. Mike will share
leadership thoughts, career highs, and lessons
learned in a talk titled "Introspection and the
importance of being ignorant." This event is
reserved for CEOs and upper level managers of
GTA members only. RSVP to Jessica is
required.Details here.
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Foundational Sponsors

February 12: Imposter Syndrome with Gorge
Women in STEM. You're not alone - the realities
and effects of self-doubt and what you can do
about it. All welcome: women, men, youth. 6:30pm
at Slopeswell Cider. Details here.
February 18: Geek Lunch on Swarming UAVs
from the Naval Research Laboratory. This topic
was rescheduled from the January event that was
canceled at late notice. Our apologies again for the
inconvenience! Noon at China Gorge. Details here.
February 27: Remote Tech Workers Unite! We
know you're out there! You live in the Gorge and
work remotely for a tech company elsewhere. Join
the GTA to connect with others like you. Free for
GTA members, $10 for non-members, and supported
by our host venue, Centrl Office. Details and ticket
sales here.
Jan 30 Partner Event: EMA / ERA New Year Kick-Off &
Networking Social

Premier Sponsors

The Electronics Manufacturers Association (EMA)
and the Oregon Chapter of the Electronics
Representatives Association (ERA) invite everyone
to kick off 2020 with their first social of the
year. Whether you're new to the electronics
manufacturing industry, or have been part of the
EMA or ERA for years, come meet new members,
bring friends, and mingle with many electronic
designers, manufacturers and representatives.
January 30, 5-7pm in Beaverton. Details here.
Calling Teams and Volunteers for 2020 Wind
Challenge!

Platinum Sponsors

The 2020 Gorge Wind Challenge is coming on March
14! This hands-on program fuels student interest in
science, technology and wind energy, and is brought

to the Gorge by the Gorge Tech Alliance, Columbia
Gorge Community College and Google.

Gold Sponsors

During the event, teams of middle or high school
students learn about wind turbine technology and
design, and apply their skills in an all-day
competition to build, test, and present their wind
turbine models. A hands-on STEM Fair keeps the
participants busy and is open to the public for free.
Prizes are given to the three high school teams and
the three middle school teams whose wind turbines
had the fastest speed for transferring the kinetic
energy and the most electrical power generated.
Team sign up closes on February 3 and we are
also signing up volunteers for the event. Training is
provided and no experience is necessary! Learn more
at windchallenge.org.
More Volunteer Opportunities
These local youth robotics tournaments are seeking
volunteers:
Feb. 8 FIRST Tech Challenge event at Hood
River Valley High School. Contact Dave to
help!
Feb. 15 VEX Robotics Tournament at The
Dalles Middle School. Contact Lu to help!

Silver Sponsors

Feb. 11- April 22: Lean Six Sigma Green Belt Training
in Portland
ETI Group, in collaboration with Oregon Bioscience
Association is presenting a Lean Six Sigma Green
Belt training program commencing February 11, 2020
in Portland, Oregon. This comprehensive program
takes 10-days to complete and will be presented in
five, two-day duration training sessions over a tenweek time frame. Learn more here.
February 15: Innovation/ Innovators Exhibit Opens at
Hood River History Museum
Calling all Gorge innovators! The Hood River History
Museum is looking for nominations to add to the list
of Gorge inventors/innovators/patent holders as part
of their new exhibit on innovation in the Gorge. From
agricultural machinery to Juanita's Chips and
Tofurky, to kiteskiing, to INSITU and beyond, our
area is a hotbed of creativity. Contact Lynn with
your ideas, and join the museum for the exhibit's

opening celebration on Saturday, Feb. 15.
Free Partner Event in Hood River on Feb. 19: OMEP
Business Simulation
OMEP invites everyone to their "Ready or Not"
business simulation in Hood River on February 19,
and tickets are free! This competitive, event-based
simulation game brings real-world challenges and
solutions to life. Work as a team to understand
threats and opportunities, then make strategic
decisions on how to invest limited resources.
Successful strategies will unleash growth and
profitability in your fictional company. This powerful
experience builds understanding, expands business
toolsets, and encourages new perspectives as you
prepare for tomorrow's business challenges. Learn
more and register here.
February 20: Unemployment Insurance Workshop in
White Salmon
How does Unemployment Insurance affect me and
my business? Come find out at this free workshop
hosted by WorkSource Washington on February 20,
5:30-7pm in White Salmon. This event will have
information for both OR and WA businesses. View
the flyer for more information.
GTA College Scholarship Accepting Applications
Through Feb. 26
The Gorge Tech Alliance is accepting applications for
our 2020 scholarship now through Wednesday,
February 26, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. In 2015, the GTA
proudly launched the Corwin Hardham Memorial
Scholarship fund with the first award given in 2016.
This scholarship is awarded annually to Gorge high
school seniors pursuing post-secondary degrees in
the fields of science, technology, engineering, or
math (STEM). Eligible students are those from Hood
River, Wasco, Sherman, Skamania and Klickitat
Counties who are graduating from high school, home
school or receiving a GED in the spring/ summer.
Read more about Corwin Hardham or how to donate
to this fund here, or download the application here.
March 1 Deadline to for GTA at XPONENTIAL

Silicon Sponsors

The Gorge Tech Alliance will be attending
AUVSI XPONENTIAL, the international conference
and tradeshow for the unmanned industry, in Boston
in May 4-7, 2020. We attended the 2019 tradeshow
and held a very successful mixer to highlight the
strength of the Gorge's unmanned businesses.
For 2020, we will again hold an off-site event as well
as have a shared booth (#213, see the floorplan) in
partnership with Business Oregon and the Oregon
Department of Aviation for companies to participate.
GTA Members are invited to join us in the shared
booth or as a sponsor of the off-site event. March 1
is the deadline to commit. Contact Jessica for
more information.
Columbia Area Transit Offers New $30 Annual GOrge
Pass

Impact3D.com

Beginning February 4,
CAT is offering an
easy and affordable
way to travel from
the Gorge to Portland
and back-and other
points of interest in
between. The new
annual GOrge Pass is
good for unlimited
rides on all CAT
fixed-route services,
including CGE to
Portland, the GTM ski
bus, and the Pink
Trolley. From Feb. 4
to May 18,* GOrge
Passes are available
at the reduced price
of $30/pass for
adults and $15/pass
for children 17 and under and HR Community ID
holders. Passes are valid through 12/31/20. ON OR
AFTER FEBRUARY 4: Visit rideCATbus.org/gorge-onthe-go or call 541-386-4202.
NOTE: Employers are welcome to purchase GOrge
Passes in bulk for employees. Contact Amy Schlappi
at for details.
*Prices increase May 19, 2020
STEM Punx Podcast on FIRST Youth Robotics in Gorge
STEMPunX is a multi-episode web series and podcast
designed to present Science, Technology,
Engineering, (Art), and Mathematics in an
educational and entertaining package to educators,
students, job-seekers, prospective employers,
geeks, brainiacs, and all-around fun-loving
information-seeking encyclopedists. (Is that a
word..?) Their latest episode focuses on FIRST
robotics in the Gorge. Listen and learn more!

Job Openings with GTA Members
Newest jobs in bold!
Applied Navigation is seeking a User Interface Developer.
Cardinal IG in Hood River seeks Production Technicians.
Collins Aerospace seeks an International Trade Compliance Analyst.
Custom Interface is seeking an HR Manager, First Article Tech, Assembly
Specialist, and Quality Control Technician.
Google - The Dalles has many openings, including Electrical Engineer, Facilities
Tech, Data Center Controls Engineer and more.
Insitu has many new openings, including Summer Internships, Contract
Support Tech, Mechanical Engineering Manager, VP of Operations, and more.
Overwatch Imaging seeks a Controller, Production Tech, Software Engineer,
Senior Imaging Payload Engineer.
RADCOMP is seeking a Level 2 Business IT Admin.
Real Carbon is seeking a Composite Engineer and CNC Programmer/ Machinist.
Sierra-Olympic Technologies is seeking a Software/Firmware Engineer and
Manufacturing Production Tech.
Sightline Applications is seeking a Customer Support Engineer.
SIGMADESIGN has several openings in Camas for Software Engineer, Equipment
Tech, Summer Interns, and more.
Trillium Engineering is seeking a Quality Engineer, Materials Buyer, Materials
Manager, and Manufacturing Technician.
Zepher has an opening for a Accounting Clerk, Materials Specialist, and
Manufacturing Engineer.
GTA Members and Sponsors
Thank you to these new and renewing Members and Sponsors!
Elliott, Powell, Baden and Baker Insurance, Gold Sponsor
Gorge Networks, Silver Sponsor
Hood River County School District, Community Partner
Mike Dooley, Associate Member
Wasco County 4-H, Community Partner
Partner Events
February 13: Supply Chain Opportunities Conference with Pacific Northwest Defense
Coalition, held in Milwaukie. Learn how to do business with Vigor, NASA Jet Propulsion
Laboratory, Leupold & Stevens, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
February 18: Career Reception at the Oregon State University School of Chemical,
Biological, and Environmental (CBEE) and the School of Mechanical, Industrial, and
Manufacturing Engineering (MIME). Interact with many of the over 3000 students from
these two schools, from first-years to PhDs!
February 20 in Portland: International Business Networking Reception. The largest global
business networking reception in Portland, fostering connections among professional
working in international trade. Expand your network of partners and trade connections,
exchange best practices, identify strategies and new approaches to trade!

April 1-2: AUVSI Cascade Chapter's Spring Symposium in Olympia, WA. Great speakers
and networking!
April 6-8 in Seattle: Aerospace and Defense Supplier Summit. AI technologies focus.
Be Social with the GTA!

Disclaim er: This newsletter is sponsored by GTA. The items contained herein are published as
submitted and are provided for general information purposes only. This information is not advice.
Readers should not rely solely on this information, but should make their own inquiries before
making any decisions. GTA works to maintain up-to-date information from reliable sources;
however, no responsibility is accepted for any errors or omissions or results of any actions based
upon this information. If you have any questions regarding any of these items, contact the
organizational representative of that source.
This newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other
organizations. GTA does not necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites, nor
does it guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information presented there. Furthermore,
visitors should be aware that other sites linked from this newsletter may use persistent cookies
that track visitor viewing habits.

